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Office of the Information and Privacy 
Commissioner of Ontario (IPC)

What we do:

• Provide an independent review of provincial and 
municipal government and public sector decisions and 
practices concerning access and privacy

• Oversee compliance with provincial and municipal 
access and privacy legislation

• Conduct research and deliver education and guidance 
on access and privacy issues 



Curriculum Development in Ontario
Ministry of Education develops curriculum policy 
that sets the basic requirements of what students 
must learn

School Boards (82) use curriculum policy to 
develop teaching programs, tools and resources

School department heads and teachers develop 
and deliver lesson plans that implement the 
curriculum requirements



Educational Resources for Youth
• Since 2005, the IPC has worked with frontline teachers to 

develop a series of educational tools and resources materials 
on access to information and privacy

• Tools and resources were based on the curriculum policy 
developed by the Ministry of Education to allow them to 
seamlessly join existing teaching plans

• Three guides were produced: 
• Grade 5 – ages 10-11
• Grade 10 – ages 15-16
• Grades 11-12 – ages 16-18

• School boards distributed the guides to teachers within their 
board



Approach Taken
• Separate materials developed based on age group 
• Variety of teaching tools, including:

• Powerpoint presentations 
• Online research activities

• For example, “webquests” where students visit specific websites to 
find privacy policies and information

• Videos 
• Quizzes
• Quick reference infographics
• Group discussion aids
• Case studies
• Discussion aids around articles that relate to privacy in the news

MTV News video featuring former Commissioner on online reputation, included 
in grade 11/12 course: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vl8lNvVQVNY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vl8lNvVQVNY


• Grade 5 students (ages 10-11 
years)

• Available online: 
https://www.ipc.on.ca/wp-
content/uploads/Resources/up-
1grade_5.pdf

https://www.ipc.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Resources/up-1grade_5.pdf


• Grade 10 students (ages 15-16 
years)

• Available online: 
https://www.ipc.on.ca/wp-
content/uploads/Resources/Gra
de_10_web-e.pdf

https://www.ipc.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Resources/Grade_10_web-e.pdf


• Grade 11-12 students (ages 16-
18 years)

• Available online: 
https://www.ipc.on.ca/wp-
content/uploads/Resources/Gra
de_11-12_Resource_Guide.pdf

https://www.ipc.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Resources/Grade_11-12_Resource_Guide.pdf


Infographics:

• Easy to remember list of potential 
viewers of online content

• Reminder to kids that online posts 
are not private and can be seen 
by the wrong people

• Focus on thinking before you post



Debate Exercises:

• Students work in small teams to 
assess and debate the merits of 
various social networking 
platforms

• Students independently consider 
issues such as privacy, security, 
reputation and cyber-bullying, 
while simultaneously considering 
the benefits of using social 
networks



News Articles

• Students are provided with real 
news articles dealing with the 
potential consequences of 
revealing personal information 
online

• Students are invited to discuss 
the articles and consider their 
own use of social media and the 
potential impacts to reputation 
and privacy



Short Quizzes

• Quizzes vary in complexity based on 
target age groups

• The questions have been designed 
to start conversations on privacy 
rights and technology



Powerpoint Presentations

• Slide decks provide 
teachers with easy to use 
lecture tools that focus on 
issues like online privacy 
and reputation

• Presentations use 
numerous examples from 
websites and social media 
to help students understand 
the impact of online privacy 
on their lives



ICDPPC Resolution
• The IPC is a signatory to the 2016 Resolution for the Adoption of 

an International Competency Framework on Privacy Education

• To meet our commitment to digital education promotion, we 
conducted a review of Ontario’s curriculum policy in consultation 
with the Ministry of Education

• We were pleased to find that all elements of the International 
Competency Framework on Privacy Education have been 
integrated into the existing curriculum for Ontario’s students

• In addition, specific requirements for privacy and digital education 
are present in numerous courses and at all grade levels



Privacy and Digital Education 
in Ontario’s Curriculum

• Ministry of Education curriculum policy requires privacy and 
digital education in all age or grade levels and in all courses

• Every subject, at every grade includes a section on the role of 
technology to that subject that requires teachers to address 
online privacy. This is set out in curriculum policy documents, 
which state:

“Although the Internet is a powerful learning tool, all 
students must be made aware of issues of privacy, safety 
and responsible use, as well as of the ways in which the 
internet can be used to promote hatred.”



Curriculum Examples

Grade 4: Health and Physical Education

Grade 9-10: Business Studies
Grade 11: Social Studies and Humanities

There are more detailed requirements to teach about privacy in many courses:



Educational Resources
• Ontario teachers can access hundreds of lesson plans and 

educational resources, such as videos, games and apps online 
using Ministry sponsored online catalogues

• One example is the Ontario Software Acquisition Program 
Advisory Committee (OSAPAC)
• This Ministry run resource page focuses on digital citizenship
• Resources are subdivided by grade level and subject 
• All teaching resources shown on the page are free and 

approved for use in classrooms





FPT Working Group 
on Youth Education

• Ontario is working with IPCs across the country to develop a 
series of lesson plans for youth on a variety of privacy matters, 
including:

• Digital economy and personal information
• Permanence of online information
• Rights and responsibilities for online privacy
• Understanding online privacy policies/terms and conditions

• We are also exploring opportunities to promote these 
materials, as well as our existing lesson plans, at conferences 
and events for teachers



• Educators use online educational 
services for learning, communication, 
evaluation

• While innovative and inexpensive, they 
could risk privacy of students 

• School boards must ensure online 
services comply with privacy laws

• IPC and Ontario Association of School 
Business Officials (OASBO) created a 
fact sheet for teachers about privacy 
risks of online educational services 

Privacy Risks of 
Online Educational Tools



Outreach to Teachers

www.ipc.on.ca/privacy/data-and-technology-management/oes/

https://www.ipc.on.ca/privacy/data-and-technology-management/oes/


• The IPC is co-sponsoring a workshop on “Privacy 
Implications in the Networked Classroom” this Fall at an 
OASBO conference for academics, teachers, school 
officials and “ed tech” representatives

• We are also working with the Ministry of Education to 
develop a software application to help teachers 
evaluate whether an online educational service 
adequately protects students’ and parents’ privacy

22

Next Steps – Online Educational Tools



How to Contact Us
Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario
2 Bloor Street East, Suite 1400
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
M4W 1A8

Phone: (416) 326-3333 / 1-800-387-0073
TDD/TTY: 416-325-7539
Web: www.ipc.on.ca
E-mail: info@ipc.on.ca

Media: media@ipc.on.ca / 416-326-3965

mailto:info@ipc.on.ca
mailto:media@ipc.on.ca
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